New Bridge Signs on Wabedo- CR 120

Last winter there was a serious tions will, indeed, listen when
accident where a vehicle slid off we have an issue to be ad-
the road and almost wentinto  dressed.

the channel near the Wabedo
bridge on County Road 120
(there have been previous acci-
dents on this stretch of road as
well). We asked Cass County to
add some additional safety posts
on both sides of the bridge as
well as No Parking signs. Here
is how the bridge looks now
after the county added the posts

and No Parking signs.

This is your association in ac-
tion!'! When we have many
members behind us, organiza-

Proposed Walleye Limit Changes

Earlier this year, the Lakes

of the slot limits. (Even with

Association requested the DNR those mortality concerns, we

to start the process to change
the walleye possession limits
on Little Boy and Wabedo
Lakes to three. The Board of
Directors discussed the fishing
pressure that both of our lakes
were receiving and decided
that special regulations were
needed.

We consulted with Dick Stern-
berg, who was instrumental in
the Walker Area Walleye Coa-
lition successes of additional
stocking for our lakes. We

still actively support the catch
and release of walleye, espe-
cially those over 18 inches.)

Our reasoning for requesting
this change included a number
of factors: Leech Lake has had
some problems with its walleye
population and some of those
fishermen are frequenting our
lakes; other area lakes have
implemented special walleye
regulations driving some of the
people who normally fish those
lakes to visit our lakes; and our

also talked to other members of concern that if we didn’t do

the Walker Area Walleye Coa-
lition. In the end we opted for
the three fish limit as opposed
to a slot limit because of con-
cerns with fish mortality rates

something, our lakes could not

sustain the fishing pressure they

were receiving.

The DNR plans to hold public
meetings on Tuesday October

30th at the Wabedo Town Hall
at 6pm to 8pm to hear com-
ments on this proposal. Please
let the DNR know that you
support this change. You can
show up at the meeting and
provide verbal support, you can
mail in your letter of support,
and you can email your show of
support. Mail to Harlan Fier-
stine, MN DNR, 07316 State
371 NW, Walker, MN 56484 or
email to
Harlan.Fierstine@dnr.state.mn.
us.
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Time On the Water

MJB

April 21-Ice off Wabedo after an over-
night rain of 1/4 inch.

May 12-Walleye opener-light E wind ,

low 50's water temp the same.B. Caught
one walleye, one northern and congratu-
lated a woman and her boat partners for
releasing a 29" walleye. (Remember you
can register releases at Little Boy Resort,
Ponderosa and Pinedale Resort and get ¢
nice hat)

May 20 - 36 degrees at 7:00 am oucH, 2
day we’ll need a fire. Walleye fishing
only for the brave or foolish-Bruce is out
there.

May 21-On the lake with E wind and no
fish biting. Almost all the trees have
leafed out dominating the pines and
spruces now. Several vultures have re-
turned and are soaring over the Wabedo
Island. Walleye hint-follow Bud and
Tom'’s boat.

May 24- Aspen cotton coming down like
snow and getting hung up on the mono
fishing lines. Usually means the crappies
are in the shallows. More vultures nest-
ing on a dead tree on the island.

May 25 - Meeting of association of Cass
County Lakes. Bought two water sam-
pling tubes. Will get the secchi disk guys
to take samples 2 x’s a month and send tc
RMB lab.

May 31- Hope to see th&%ull moon of
the month a Blue moon. Too bad
Muskies aren’t open-good time to catch
and release a trophy.

May 28,29, 30 and June 1 and 2, about 3
I/2 inches of rain, brought the lake level
up that many inches as well.

June 10- Rare, still morning on the lake
after many days of wind and several
power outages due to trees blown over.
Wild rice laying green on the Water
channel between Wabedo and Little Boy.
Early June- Bruce caught a walleye about
26 inches with a green hook still in its
mouth. After he released it he told Bud
Anderson and Bud said “I caught that fish
too” Besides the hook it had a distinct
hump with a mark on its back making it
easily identifiable-plus walleyes aren’t
that bright and most people can catch
them, not like the musky, a much brighter
fish.

June 13- Nice evening 75 degrees, light
wind, water temp 76 degrees out on the
lake for some casual muskie fishing using
smaller muskie bait, the Mepps musky Kkil-

ler. Caught a big smallmouth bass, a rock-
bass, and a nice slot-sized 27 inch northern

all on the Mepps lure. No fish to clean and
entertained by dragon flies helicoptering
around the boat and landing on my sleeve.
Surprised that the yellow water lilies are
blooming-seems early.

pm temp mid 70's and water temp is 78.
Light wind. Using the fake frog that our

350n Joe game me to use. It paddles its

back feet when it is reeled in. He said
bass go nuts for it but they are hard to
hook. Without any hook set | caught one
of the largest bass I've ever seen. Bruce
picked it out of the reeds right when the
line pops off the lure. Lucky me and the
fish-it gets released without the lure.
Yellow and white lilies are still blooming

June 21- seeing no baby loons but the loon@nd the bulrushes are in flower as well.

are very “talkative”. Seems to be pairs in
all the bays. White water lily blooming in
the channel. Cow Parsley along the wet
ditches.

June 26-Taking lake depth at Little Boy
Bridge on Hwy 54. Big patch of poison ivy,
yarrow and wild geranium blooming. Nice
to see the yellow and white striped mon-
arch caterpillars eating on milkweeds. Will
have to check for chrysalis next week.
Seems to be more butterflies this year.

July 8"- Clear calm 65 degrees at 7:00 am,

water temp 75 degrees, very clear. Used to

water for muskies, no follows but perfect
fishing-hardly anyone else on the lake.

July 16" 7:00 pm light wind, 75 degrees
with water temp the same again perfect for
casting for bass. Water clear and weed
beds full of small fish. Nothing caught but
only a few pontoons on the lake. Very
peaceful.

July 20- Tried out our son’s yellow kayak.
Almost sitting at water level with a paddle

Three kids are yelling and splashing and
shoving each other into the lake just to
add the right background sounds to an-
other beautiful time on the water.

Aug. 18" or thereabouts-Our neighbor’s
son and a friend were out fishing Wabedo
at night. They thought it was getting
stormy and saw lightening in the West.
Shortly thereafter the friend’s fishing

pole guides glowed with a greenish light.
They quickly headed to shore. Remem-
ber, your fishing pole is a lightening rod
and you are the highest object on the

Sept. . - Wind from the south blowing
up heat. Lake level near lowest of the
summer even after plus 2 inches of rain
last week. Hoping for less wind for the
upcoming muskie tourney.

Sept - 7:00 am Friday of the muskie
tourney and only 27 hours of fishing until
the finish Sunday at 10:00 am . 1%
inches of rain yesterday to help the lake
level. Weather cooler but some ‘smoke

one person can go so easily. Crossed to thgig,ds’ and fog off the warmer water.

secret pond and found Such shallow water
the lily pads were in clumps like crops.
Also a dead fawn floating-it looks like he
tried to cross the pond and got stuck, the
muck must have proved too tiring. Not
pleasant in the too shallow pond. The nar-
rows better paddling and against the wind
the kayak goes thru the bulrushes near

shore. The narrow leafed cattails have both

the male and female flower parts on - later

the top male part will drop off.

Long day casting and looking at all the
shoreline. Compliments to those owners
who have a natural looking frontage- so
pretty from the lake. A few fish seen and
some big bass and small northerns
caught. One of our group-Jeff caught a
46 inch muskie on Little Boy. Tired and
hungry for supper at 8:00 pm.

Sept §- Sat early morning O.K. Counted
about two dozen turkey vultures roosting
on the Wabedo Is. Watched a bald eagle

July 26- 80 degree air temps and 80 degregpase a single duck in the air while the

water temps, 7 pm after a thunderstorm
Caught nice bass, and a northern to eat.
The less that 24 inch size is just perfect for
a meal for two. Half dozen loons grouped
up and several dozen gulls. Only a few
other boats on the lake.

Aug. 8" Water very low but clear. 5:00

duck took evasive flight and set down
fast in the reeds. Duck lived. Rice upright
and ripening in the channel between Wa-
bedo and Little Boy. From midmorning
until 7:00 pm quitting time on and off

rain with enough wind to bring a chill.
Joe our son caught two muskies - a 45
inch in Wabedo and a 41 inch in Little

tcont page ’5



Conservation Officers

Tales - Oct 2007

From the Mn DNR Website

BEAR HUNTER DEFENDS SELF
WITH FRENCH BREAD

Conservation Officer (CO) Brent Spel-
drich (McGregor) encountered a bear

hunter busy checking his bait. After lo-
cating the hunter’s firearm, which was

near Speldrich and away from the hunter,

he let out a soft growl. The wide-eyed

The officer thought he was just happy
with the answer to his question.

A COUPLE OF REAL DOOBIES

CO Jeff Johanson (Osakis) reported some
anglers had found fishing slow and
smoked marijuana to pass the time. One
angler was found smoking marijuana out
of an empty pop can while another had a
marijuana pipe on his tackle box when the

hunter, stood up at the speed of light, and officer approached.

started to grasp at anything he could find
to defend himself. The only object he
found was a loaf of what appeared to be
French bread. After the hunter realized it
was an officer, not a bear, both had a
hearty chuckle.

I'M BATMAN!

While getting fuel at a gas station, a
woman asked CO Greg Oldakowski
(Wadena) for some nuisance wildlife
assistance. She owned the business

FISH OVER LIMIT CASE DISCOV-
ERED AT AIRPORT

CO Alex Gutierrez (metro rec specialist)
assisted several COs, including K-9
Hunter, on a Turn-In-Poachers call where
an angler was apparently leaving the state
with an over limit of fish. The suspect

was intercepted at the Minneapolis-St.
Paul International Airport. With the assis-
tance of airport police, the suspect’s lug-
gage was recovered. K-9 Hunter picked

across the street, and said a bat had takerup the scent of fish or game in suitcase

its daily nap in broad daylight clinging to
the brick building about three inches
from the door handle. She didn’t want to
open the door and let the bat inside, or
grab the door with a bat that close. The
bat was removed and it flew away un-
harmed.

ARCHEOLOGICAL FIND?

CO Mark Fredin (Aurora) received a call
from a homeowner who said they found
bones that appeared to be large and
“dinosaur in nature.” The bones, includ-
ing the head, were inspected and deter-
mined to be a horse.

CANDID CAMERA

CO Brian Buria (Bigfork) reported bear
hunters are becoming so competitive
over their favorite bear bait sight, that
they are installing cameras, hoping to
catch the hunter that beat them to their
favorite spot.

GOODBYE, | LOVE YOU

CO Dustie Heaton (Willow River) re-
ceived a phone call from a hunter who
had a question about a bear hunting li-
cense. At the end of the conversation the
hunter said, “Good bye, | love you.” The
hunter then stammered out, “Oh my
gosh, I'm so sorry. | always say that to
my girlfriend at the end of a phone call.”

and alerted the officers. The suspect had
an over limit of sunfish and several north-
ern pike fillets.

SMALL GAME COMMANDOS CAP-
TURED A WEEK EARLY

CO Lisa Kruse (White Bear Lake) han-
dled a Turn-In-Poachers call involving
two people hunting small game in a wild-
life management area. When Kruse found
the individuals, who were dressed in full
camouflage and carrying .22’s with
scopes, one ducked into the woods. He
came back out when Kruse ordered him
to. Asked why he went into the woods, he
said to go to the bathroom. After search-
ing the wooded area, Kruse found a dead
squirrel in a bag that the individuals later
admitted to shooting. When Kruse asked
them if they knew when the small game
season opened, they both replied, “Yep,
next weekend.”

WOMAN GIVES OFFICER THE BIRD

A homeowner called CO Neil Freborg
(Lake George) wanting him to come and
pick up an eagle that had flown into her
house and died. Upon arrival, the home-
owner handed over a plastic bag contain-
ing the bird, which was identified as a
ruffed grouse. Freborg advised the home-
owner that grouse are very good eating.
She was not interested and sent Freborg

on his way with the grouse in hand. It
was subsequently cleaned and donated to
a family in Laporte.

SOME FAMILY ADVICE

CO Gary Sommers (Walker) received a
complaint of an archery deer hunter who
was using bait (corn) near his deer stand.
He attempted to locate the suspect and
the bait. The camouflaged hunter spotted
Sommers and was able to elude him,
slipping out of the woods and into his
vehicle. Sommers eventually located the
vehicle at a remote cabin. When ques-
tioned, the suspect admitted to placing 15
pounds of corn on the site. Several bags
of corn, stacked on and around an ATV,
were located in a garage near the cabin.
The suspect said the corn was not his, but
rather it belonged to a family member.
Enforcement action was taken and advice
given to inform the family member about
deer baiting regulations.

THIS IS A CITY PARK NOT A
BUTCHER SHOP

CO Mike Martin (International Falls)
assisted the city of Big Falls with a com-
plaint where two hunters field dressed
and butchered a bear on a picnic table in
the city park. The hunters then deposited
the entrails in the park’s outhouse. The
city was concerned as this is an area to
stay overnight while trail riding and
horses are often spooked by the smell of
a bear. The hunters were located and
agreed to have the outhouse and picnic
table cleaned.

NOT THE BEST WAY TO INTRO-
DUCE YOUTH TO GROUSE HUNT-
ING

CO Don Bozovsky (Hibbing) reported a
grouse hunter had three youth passengers
on his ATV (all under 7-years-old) with
another youth driving a second ATV

with a shotgun. The problem was none of
them had helmets, there were too many
passengers, one ATV was unregistered
and the youth was too young to drive.
Not a good way to introduce youth into
grouse hunting. Enforcement action was
taken.



Loony Facts

Loon Count 2007

Little Boy- monitored by Ron Stokes-
bary - 15 adults were sighted and 4
chicks. The highest number of adults
seen was 21.

Wabedo — monitored by Bud Anderson -
14 adults were sighted and 1 chick. Ten
loons were in a group in the middle ba-
sin, saw two chicks in the spring but only
one during the count.

Rice Lake — monitored by Ann & Otto
Geisbauer - 1 adult was sighted - two
were seen in the spring but only one in
July.

Cooper lake - We need a volunteer.

Loons' Lives are Filled with Fun
Facts. For example:

The bones of most birds are hollow
and light, but loons have solid bones.

The extra weight helps them dive as
deep as 250 feet to search for food. They
can stay underwater for up to five min-
utes.

Because their bodies are heavy rela-
tive to their wing size, loons need a 100-
to 600-foot "runway" in order to take off
from a lake.

Loons can fly more than 75 miles
per hour.

The red in the loon's eye helps it to
see under water.

Scientists think loons can live for 30
years or more.

Did You Know ?
Minnesota has about 12,050 loons.

Loons start to nest from the middle to the

end of May. They generally lay 2 eggs
which will hatch 27 to 29 days later.

Loon eggs are 3 inches long with an olive
green shell with dark spots.

Loon parents will leave the nest if water-
craft comes within 500 feet of the nest.
This leaves the nest without warmth or
protection from predators.

Young chicks are not waterproof! They
need to be able to climb on their parents’
back to stay warm and dry. Young chicks
are also very buoyant and can’t dive very
quickly or very deep.

Loon Information

Minnesota's state bird, the common loon,
is more at home
in the water than
on land. Built
like a torpedo, it
swims under
water in search
of prey. Minne-
sota has more
common loons
than any other
state except
Alaska.

General description: Larger than a mal-
lard but smaller than a goose, this water
bird has a thick neck and a long, black
bill. Its legs are set far back on its body,
so it has an awkward gait on land. The
male is slightly larger than the female, but
otherwise the two sexes look identical.

Weight: Adult loons weigh 8 to 12
pounds.

Color:The common loon has a black bill
and a red eye. In summer it is a spotty
black and white with a black/iridescent
green head. In fall a "winter coat" that's
gray above and white below replaces its
summer plumage.

Sounds: The common loon has four calls.
The tremolo, which sounds a bit like ma-
niacal laughter, is an aggressive call. The
wail is a long, drawn-out sound. The

hoot, a shorter call, is used to communi-
cate among parents and young. The yodel
is sounded by male loons guarding their
territory.

Reproduction: Loons don't begin breeding
until they are three or four years old. The

male chooses a territory and attracts a
mate. Together the male and female
build a nest out of reeds and grasses on
the edge of the water. They take turns
incubating the one to two eggs the fe-
male lays. After 28 to 30 days blackish
brown chicks emerge from the eggs,
soon ready for a swim. One of the ways
parents care for their young is to carry
them on their backs to keep them safe
from fish and turtle predators. Young
loons don't fly until they are more than
two months old.

Food: Loons like fish - panfish, perch,
ciscoes, suckers, trout, bullheads, smelt,
and minnows. They also may eat frogs,
leeches, crayfish, mollusks, salamanders,
amphipods, and insects.

Predators: Adult loons rarely are eaten
by other animals (except bald eagles),
but their young can fall prey to skunks,
raccoons, foxes, snapping turtles, north-
ern pike, and muskies.

Habitat and range: Loons are found on
lakes throughout central and northeastern
Minnesota. In September, Minnesota's
adult loons travel to their winter home
along the Atlantic coast from North
Carolina south to Florida, or on the Gulf
of Mexico. Younger loons follow a

month or so later.

DITCH THE MOWER:

Consider not cutting the right away areas
along the road and driveway until late
summer. Once a year cutting will

encourage natural vegetation and wild-
flowers. Laura Erickson

of "Speaking for the Birds" on KAXE

91.7 FM said, "Don't cut hayfields or
ditches until mid July or later,. Many
ground nesting birds are being devastated
because of May, June mowing. Let the
grass grow & see more birdsl



Lake Levels

Lake Levels 2007-MJB level gauge at the Little Boy Bridge on
Hwy. 54. Water depth was normal at the
beginning of Spring. We had some late
snowfalls so that brought up the level

from a low in the Fall ‘06.

Levels on headwaters lakes are down,
says the U.S. Army Corps of engineers.
The culprits are the usual suspects-lack
of rain and unusually warm weather.
The result is some of the lowest levels  Between May 28 and June 2 we got 3 %
since 1988. As of July 23, Leech, at inches of rain and the lake level re-
Federal Dam was down 4.9 inches. The bounded three inches. July 2nd. We had
corps reduced the water discharge to the another 2 inches of rain but by July 10th.
lowest allowable level to help stabilize ~ We had a drop in level like last year. The
lake elevations-which include our lakes. only significant rain came July 26, 1/12

For Little Boy, Wabedo, Cooper and

Rice we have only one standardized lake

Water Quality Report

inches, then another 2 inches in late

August and 1 3/4 inches early in Septem-
ber. Not enough rain to get the level
above the low we had last summer. It's
enough to just get through the channel
between Wabedo and Little Boy. (If you
don’t mind scraping a few rocks).

Check out the Boy River coming out of
Girl Lake right in town. The first time
the river bed is dry. Combination of low
water and a beaver dam. So, until next
year pray for rain and a good snow
cover.

This year RMB lab of Detroit Lakes
analyzed our water samples from Little
Boy and Wabedo. Try their web site
www.rmbel.info for easy to find data on
our lakes.

Little Boy -Dewey Wenzel sampler Wa-
ter clarity - 11.9 ft. average. Chloro-
phyll-a, and total phosphorus within
expected range for a mesotrophic lake
(moderately clear water)

Wabedo NE. Basin - Bud Anderson
Water clarity the clearest in 12 years,
averaging 11 ft, normally about 9 feet.

Wabedo SW Basin - Mike Plotnik Over-

President’s Corner

all clarity best in a few years, clarity
average 10.5 feet. Chlorophyll-a &
phosphorus within expected range for a
mesotrophic lake.

Cooper Lake - Dianne Hipsher
11.9 foot average within the nor-
mal clear range for Cooper Lake.

We need a volunteer to take once
a month secchi disc readings for
Rice. Call MJ Black @ 363-2896

When | took over this job back in July, |
didn’t realize how much time it could
take. | am thankful to have a great Ex-

ecutive Board who is excited and enthu-

new Directors; Mike Humrickhouse and
Al Ritchie. We welcome them to the
Board and we are sure they will bring
new ideas and fresh energy to the Board

siastic about this organization. | am also of Directors.

excited, enthusiastic, and a little over-
whelmed, but | am enjoying the chal-
lenge.

I would be remiss if | did not thank our
former President, Bruce Black, for his

We have created two new committees
this year. The Political Action commit-
tee will review proposed legislation
changes that affect our lakes area and
write position papers to the correspond-

years of service to this organization. He ing governing bodies. Our Sustainabil-
did a great job and has agreed to stay on ity committee will look at issues of con-

our Board to continue to provide input

servation easements for land preserva-

and direction. | also want to thank Mary tion, shore land restoration, and related

Jane Lewis, our former secretary/ treas- issues.

urer for her many years of service.

We have a new Vice-President — Kathy
Wagner; new secretary, Karen Kaehler;

new treasurer, Mary Albachten; and two

These committees have a big
job to help preserve our pristine lakes
and the surrounding areas. Your organi-
zation has been busy this year. | will
highlight only a couple of our accom-

plishments: We have proposed a 3 wall-
eye limit for Little Boy and Wabedo
Lakes (see article in newsletter for more
information) and purchased new buoys
for safer navigation on Wabedo. We
presented position papers on legislation
including DNR Alternative Standards,
Cass County Conservation Development
Standards, and fish limits on other Cass
County lakes. Our web site is updated
often - please check it out for current
information.

And finally — if you don’t belong to your
lakes association, please join today.
And once you join, become active.
Your input is needed is make this or-
ganization better ! !

Ron Stokesbary 218-363-2186



WABEDO- LITTLE BOY- INGUADONA- COOPER- RICE
LAKES ASSOCIATION

Application for Membership $20 per annum

Name:

Last First Spouse
Lake Address

Street/route address Telephone #
City, Zip Lake

Permanent Address

Street Telephone #

City , State, Zip

Email

Date $20 annual dues

Mail to: WLBCR Lakes Association, PO Box 133, Longville, MN66655

Lakes Association Website. www.mnwaters.org/wabedo

DUES REMINDER: The # over your name on the mailing label tells you the y& you were up to date on your
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NEW WEBSITE

Check out our recently updated website!

Bookmark it so you can check back of-
ten as we are still in the process of up-
dating it.

www.mnwaters.org/wabedo

Our web site address has changed. They

have decommissioned the old link
www.mnlakes.orgsite.

Check it out and contact Ron Stokes-
bary atrjstokes@arvig.netr Derek
Ponath atponath@hotmail.corif you
have any suggestions, comments, or if
you would like to contribute to the web
site.

Do you enjoy the night sky? If you have a
yard light, does it shine continuously or is
it motion-activated? Do you turn it off
when your boats come home? Does it
light up only the ground below it or does
it light up the whole area?

The folks across the lake from us have a
continuously-burning, 365 degree,
around-the-calendar light that makes it
hard for us to watch the night sky. It's
some distance away but actually casts
shadows on our bedroom wall?

Why do they have that light? Is it that
they're afraid of the dark? Maybe it's the
lions, tigers, and bears. Maybe they're
city people and just can't live without
streetlights. (They wouldn’t be so kindly
as to provide lighting for a burglar, would
they?)

An article in a recent “New Yorker” says,
“Excessive, poorly designed outdoor
lighting wastes electricity, imperils hu-
man health and safety, disturbs natural
habitats, and, increasingly, deprives many
of us of a direct relationship with the
nighttime sky, which throughout human
history has been a powerful source of
reflection, inspiration, discovery, and

plain old jaw-dropping wonder.”

We hope the folks across the lake are
listening. If they want more info, they
should see http://www.darksky.org.

New Buoys on Wabedo and Little Boy
This buoy was purchased last year and
placed on Little Boy to help protect

weeds that were being driven through by

boaters coming from the public access.
The black and white vertical stripes indi-

cate you should not go between the buoy
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and shore. New marker buoys on the Wa-
bedo narrows are pictured above and be-Time On the Water Cont.....

low. The old ones were cracked and in
very bad shape.

Buoys on both Little Boy and Wabedo
are purchased by the Lakes Association
and installed, removed and stored by

Boy. Like father like son (sort of-he
catches fish) Another good supper, tradi-
tional Selma’s hot dish but more tired tone
tonight. The boys managed to drink a box
of wine though.

Sept §- Sunday 7:00 am, 45 degrees less
wind and partly cloudy. Only three hours
of fishing so it went fast with no more
caught-Bruce had one on and lost it, so sad
to bad. Quick putting on the boats in the
lift and on the trailers and up to Walker for
the awards ceremony. Joe and Jeff were in
the drawing for the grand prize, boat, mo-
tor, trailer and extras. Three hours later fed
but disappointed neither got drawn. On the
way home though were making plans on
how to catch a muskie next year- will
either follow Joe around or maybe watch
Ron and his son.



