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Please take a look at your association web 
site.  It contains infor-
mation on fisheries, 
committees, watersheds 
and much more. 

plant (aquatic and near-shore 
plants) and animal species 
(nongame fish, frogs, and 
birds). The second component 
involves the development of an 
ecological model that objec-
tively and consistently ranks 
lakeshore areas for sensitive 
area designation. The model is 
based on the results of the field 
surveys. Because the model is 
based on scientific data, it pro-
vides objective, repeatable 
results and can be used as the 
basis for regulatory action. The 
final component of identifying 
sensitive lakeshore areas is to 
deliver advice to local govern-
ments and other groups who 
could use the information to 
maintain high quality environ-
mental conditions and to pro-
tect habitat for species in 
greatest conservation need. 

Loons are identified as a spe-
cies of greatest conservation 
need in Minnesota, and nesting 
area locations will be included 
in the ecological model. Goals 
of the survey include mapping 
loon nesting areas, and identi-
fying loon nests as natural or 

man made (platform). Identifi-
cation of loon nesting sites will 
help managers prevent degra-
dation and destruction of these 
sensitive areas. 

Project Status -Little Boy 
Lake and Lake Wabedo 

Plant surveys. frog surveys, 
and nongame fish surveys on 
Little Boy and Wabedo Lakes 
were conducted during sum-
mer 2007. Crews are sched-
uled to conduct bird surveys 
on the lakes in summer 2008. 
Loon nesting locations ob-
tained from the Little Boy and 
Wabedo Lakes Loon Watchers 
for summer 2008 (and prior) 
will be analyzed and incorpo-
rated into the ecological model 
starting in winter 2008. 

For additional information, 
contact: 

Pam Perry, Loon Watcher 
Coordinator 

Nongame Wildlife Lake Spe-
cialist 

218/833-8728 

pam.perry@dnr.state.mn.us 

Minnesota's lakes are one of its 
most valuable resources. They 
provide various industrial, com-
mercial, and recreational oppor-
tunities, and are also home to 
numerous fish, wildlife, and 
plant species. In particular, natu-
rally vegetated shorelines pro-
vide critical feeding, nesting, 
resting and breeding habitat for 
many species. Increasing devel-
opment pressure along lake-
shores may have negative im-
pacts on these species -and Min-
nesota's lakeshores are being 
developed at a rapid rate. With 
this in mind. the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
in collaboration with Cass 
County, developed a protocol 
for identifying "sensitive" areas 
of lakeshore. Sensitive lake-
shores are comprised of shore-
lands, shorelines and the near-
shore areas, defined by natural 
and biological features, that 
provide unique or critical eco-
logical habitat. Sensitive lake-
shores also provide habitat for 
species of greatest conservation 
need. Species of greatest conser-
vation need are animals whose 
populations are rare, declining 
or vulnerable to decline. They 
are also species whose popula-
tions are below levels desirable 
to ensure their long-term health 
and stability. 

The sensitive shorelands proto-
col consists of three compo-
nents. The first component in-
volves field surveys to evaluate 
the distribution of high priority 
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About water – Did You Know ? 
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This committee provides input on vari-
ous political issues that face our lakes 
and surrounding areas.  When the com-
mittee determines the Association could 
or should take a position on pending 
legislation, ordinances, or other political 
actions, they write a position paper for 
the Board of Directors to consider.  The 

Board then determines and approves what 
action to take whether it involves writing a 
letter, sending an email or other correspon-
dence or action.  

Below are some of the issues the Committee 
is dealing with:  

DNR Shoreland Standards Update 

The DNR is in the process of updating 
their Shoreland Standards.  The legisla-
ture required the DNR to complete the 
update process in about 18 months.  We 
are following this process and will pro-
vide input to the DNR when appropriate. 

Page 2 

Political Action Committee 

• Save the landfill. Water is the most common substance 
found on earth. 

• The only water we will ever have is what we have now. 

• In a 100-year period, a water molecule spends 98 years in 
the ocean, 20 months as ice, about 2 weeks in lakes and rivers, 
and less than a week in the atmosphere. 

• Each day the sun evaporates 1,000,000,000,000 (one tril-
lion) tons of water. 

• Water is the only substance on earth naturally found in 
the three rule element forms: solid, liquid, gas. 

• 80% of the earth's surface is water. 

• 97% of the earth's water is in the oceans and seas. 

• 66% of your body is water. 

• Human blood is 83% water. 

• A person can survive without food for more than 30 days, but 
less than a week without water. 

• A gallon of water weighs 8.34 pounds. 

• The average household uses 107,000 gallons of water per year. 

We have a report from RMB Environ-
mental Laboratories for 2007.  Samples 
were taken by Dewey Wenzel on Little 
Boy Lake and Mike Plotnik on Wabedo.  
The water samples were analyzed and 
report worked up by RMB.  Both of our 
lakes are in the middle of the mesotro-
phic class of lakes, defined as a moder-
ately clear lake, with an increasing prob-
ability of anoxia (lack of oxygen) in 
hypolimnion (deep water) during the 
summer. 

Both lakes are in the average of lakes in 
Cass County, the report indicates.  In our 
region “just a small increase in phospho-
rous concentration can cause a noticeable 
decline in secchi depth”.  In other words, 
lake clarity goes down fast with more 
phosphorous added into the lakes.  This 
is a good time to check that you are using 
phosphorous-free fertilizer and that no 
fire ash is washing into the lake.  Don’t 
dispose of any leaves or yard waste into 
the lake. 

Russ Link has taken over water testing 
from Dewey Wenzel, our longtime vol-

unteer on Little Boy.  Russ has also taken 
over secchi reading from Diane Hipsher 
on Cooper.   Many thanks to Dewey and 
Diane for their years of service!   Russ 
works at the YMCA Camp Olson so he 
hopes to involve young campers in our 
water quality testing.  We want the next 
generation to care as much as we do with 
even more knowledge on how to keep our 
lakes healthy. 

We need a volunteer to take once a 
month secchi disc readings for Rice.  

Call MJ Black @ 363-2896 

 

Water Level Report  

Wabedo ice formed December 1, 2007 
and the ice went out on May 6, 2008.  
Compared to spring of 2005 and spring of 
2006, we started out with higher lake 
water level which is taken at the Little 
Boy bridge on Highway #54.  We are 
now following the drop in water level that 
we had last year.  In 2006 we had almost 
one foot more water depth than we had in 
the last two summers.  We see more lake 

weeds because of the shallow water and 
more weed growth because the sunlight 
can penetrate deeper in more areas of the 
lake.  Last year we got almost 6 inches of 
rain in September and some April snow-
falls to replenish our lakes.  Let’s hope for 
the fall rain and winter snow. 

Summer Loon Count – 2008 

Wabedo, counted by Bud Anderson – 13 
adults and 2 chicks. 

Little Boy, counted by Ron Stokesbary - 
12 adults and 2 chicks, 5 nests located.  
High water in spring forced abandonment 
of nests. 

Rice Lake, counted by Otto&Ann Geis-
bauer – 2 adults, no chicks. 

Cooper Lake, counted by Russ Link – 2 
adults, no chicks.  Russ thought lower 
water levels may have allowed predators 
easier access to the eggs since loons nest 
right on the waters edge. 

Water Quality Report—MJ Black 



 

Many thanks to…. 

Did you know that burning your garbage 
is far more harmful to the environment 
and to your health than previously 
thought? For generations, Minnesotans 
have burned their garbage in burn bar-
rels. But unlike the household garbage of 
50 to a hundred years ago, burning to-
day’s garbage releases a hazardous mix 
of toxic chemicals—dioxin, lead, mer-
cury, and arsenic. Even seemingly harm-
less items, like paper, mail, packaging, 
and cardboard, can give off toxic emis-
sions. 

The fact is, if you’re burning garbage, 
you’re making poison. 

According to the U.S. EPA, backyard 
garbage burning is the number one 
source of dioxin in the United States. 
One family’s burn barrel can actually 
produce as much dioxin as a full-scale, 
200 ton per day municipal waste com-
bustor! But unlike municipal waste com-
bustors, burn barrels burn at low tem-

peratures and don’t have sophisticated 
emission control systems to minimize and 
collect pollutants before they enter the 
environment. Hazardous particulate mat-
ter and dioxin from burning garbage in a 
burn barrel escape into the environment 
and settle onto plants, water, and soil.  

Dioxin, a cancer-causing substance, is a 
main concern, because dioxin builds up to 
harmful levels in the food chain. There-
fore, when animals eat the plants or drink 
the water, and when people eat various 
meat and diary products; dioxin is also 
absorbed into our bodies. The EPA also 
estimates that over 90 percent of all hu-
man dioxin up-take comes from meat and 
dairy consumption. Small amounts of 
exposure also occur from directly breath-
ing contaminated smoke and from absorp-
tion through the skin by coming into con-
tact with contaminated air, soil or water.  

Not only is backyard dangerous to our 
health, backyard garbage burning also 

contributes to nearly half of all wildfires 
in Minnesota each year.  

The risks of backyard burning are great 
and they affect all Minnesotans. 

Help spread the word and do your part. 
Don’t burn your garbage. To find out 
more about local recycling and waste 
disposal options at the cabin or at home, 
call your local county solid waste or 
environmental office or visit 
www.pca.state.mn.us/burnbarrel for con-
tact information for all 87 counties in 
Minnesota. Free informational resources 
are also available from the Resource 
Center located in the MPCA or by call-
ing 1-800-877-6300. 

 

We would like to extend heartfelt thanks 
to a couple of our members who have 
volunteered their time for many years. 

Dewey Wenzel has done the secchi read-
ings and water analysis collection for 
many years on Little Boy Lake.  He has 
decided to “retire” from this job and we 
wish to extend our thanks to him for his 
many years of service to our lakes asso-
ciation. 

Virgil Koosman has been installing, re-
moving and storing the safety buoys on 
Wabedo Lake for a number of years and 
has also decided to “retire”.  We thank 

him for his time and efforts in this valu-
able service to our organization. 

Diane Hipsher has been taking secchi 
readings for many years on Cooper Lake 
and the Association extends thanks to her 
for her time and efforts. 

Russ Link of Camp Olson has taken over 
for Dewey on Little Boy Lake and for 
Diane on Cooper Lake and the Black 
brothers (Bruce and George) have taken 
over for Virgil on Wabedo Lake. 

Again, we wish to thank these fine volun-
teers ! ! 

The Sustainability Committee has 
sent a mailing to eighty-nine own-
ers of property with conservation 
potential on the four lakes in our 
association. Included in the mailing 
was information about conservation 
easements as a way for owners to 
maintain the integrity of their prop-
erty and perhaps realize their 
dream of passing it along in their 
family. Also included was informa-

tion about tax incentives that have 
been extended through 2009 to 
help conserve property. The Leech 
Lake Area Watershed Foundation 
was particularly supportive in our 
effort. As property values escalate 
pushing taxes higher, we hope that 
this information will help owners 
plan for the future. 
Though we will continue to develop 
and follow this project, the Sustain-

Sustainability Committee—Mike Humrickhouse 

ability Committee welcomes your 
input about future directions you'd 
like us to take. 

Up next we will tackle the next 
mailing which will go to another 
group of owners of property that 
have been identified with smaller 
parcel footprints than our first mail-
ing. 
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Burning Garbage 



 

Wabedo fingerling stocking 

Little Boy Lake has a new walleye stocking 
program starting this year.  The DNR will 
stock fry in the lake every other year and 
will electrofish in the fall to assess the sur-
vival of the Young of the Year (YOY).  If 
electrofishing fails to produce at least 25 
YOY/hour for two consecutive years, the 
DNR will stock fingerlings in the fall. 

As part of this new program, the DNR com-
pleted gill netting on Little Boy Lake the 
week of July 21.  The results were encour-
aging as the walleye count per net was back 
up to 10 (from lows of  7.25 and 7.67 from 
the last two nettings).  There were lots of 
smaller fish (10-13 inch) and not many large 
fish.  The DNR also did electro fishing on 
Oct 1 which yielded over 51 walleye Young 
of the Year (YOY) per hour which is quite 
good.  See our web site for full details on 
the new program as well as the netting in-
formation.   

As part of the newer walleye 
stocking program on Wabedo, 
590 pounds of fingerlings were 
stocked into Wabedo on Sep 30-
Oct 2.  As part of the fisheries 
plan, Lake Wabedo will have 
gill netting completed next year 
and from that information we 
hope to determine if the new 
fingerling stocking program 
implemented in 2006 is work-
ing. 

Ron Stokesbary 

As another summer draws to a close, we 
can all be thankful for our time at the 
lake.  Our four lakes are a beautiful 
place whether we live here, visit on 
weekends, or just spend a vacation here.  
The water, wildlife, birds and beauty of 
our lakes is unmatched. 

If we truly do treasure our time at our 
lakes, we should also ensure that future 
generations can enjoy these same pleas-
ures.  Your lakes association has been 
working to preserve those very things 
that draw us to this beautiful lake coun-
try.  We are in the process of updating 
our lakes management plan (see story 

elsewhere in this newsletter) and at the 
visioning session, attendees voted to 
work on focus areas that will help pre-
serve the very things we love about our 
lakes.  This new lake management plan 
will help guide the association’s plan for 
the next several years. 

In this issue you will read about some of 
our committee’s works.  I want to thank 
these volunteers who donate much time 
and effort into each of the committee’s 
objectives.  We are still looking for more 
volunteers to help on our committees – 
please step up and volunteer to work on 
one of our committees. 

I also want to give a pitch to our web 
site – www.wabedolakes.org.  This site 
has information on our committees, fish-
eries reports, pictures, watershed infor-
mation, and much more.  Please visit 
this site and let us know what else you 
would like to see there. 

And lastly, if you have any comments or 
concerns about our association or about 
our lakes, please give me a call.  I look 
forward to talking with you. 

 

President’s Corner 

Little Boy Gill Netting - Walleye
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Visioning Results 2008 

The Visioning Meeting took place on 
Saturday, August 15, 2008, from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m., at the Longville 
Young At Heart Senior Center.   Kurt 
Hanson from the Initiative Foundation 
facilitated the meeting.  The weather was 
gorgeous.  Thirteen people attended. 

The attendees broke into three tables and 
rated the eight Lake Management Focus 
Areas.   The first round of votes showed 
that Water Quality garnered twelve votes 
for an obvious win.  There was a four 
way tie between Fisheries Management, 
Aquatic Vegetation, Wildlife, and Land 
Use/Zoning for the other areas to focus 
on.  Aquatic Vegetation and Land Use/ 
Zoning scored six votes each for the sec-
ond and third focus areas.  (The other 
focus area choices were exotic species, 
surface water conflicts, and public ac-
cess.)  The top three focus areas were as 
follows:  water quality, aquatic vegetation 
and land use/zoning. 

Attendees broke into three discussion 
groups to brainstorm what issues were 
important for each of the three top focus 
areas.  Their results are as follows: 

Water quality: 

Concerns-  1.) Septic upgrades (check 
Little Boy systems, offer low interest 
loans for upgrades, encourage Wabedo 
residents with failed systems to up-
grade…offer stipends possibly.)   (2.) 
Fishing would improve with better water 
quality.  Our stocking system is quite 
good at this point.  Data shows that wall-

eye are up in Little Boy but they are 
smaller still.  ( 3.) Increasing buffer zones 
would lessen run off of fertilizers and 
wood ash. 

RESULTS OF FURTHER DISCUS-

SION- Encourage septic system compli-

ance.  Inventory shoreline for buffer 

zones and encourage an increase.  Con-

tinue testing for phosphates. 

Organizations to assist us-  Lake associa-
tion,  property owners, Cass County, Wa-
bedo Township. 

Volunteers:  Buffered shoreline project – 
Mary Jane Black,  Mike Humrickhouse. 

Septic compliance -  Kathy Wagner , 
Mike Humrickhouse 

Land Use / Zoning: 

Concerns:   1.)Less multi-family com-
pounds   (2). Maintain current density on 
the lake (or lessen).  (3.)  Dock size re-
strictions would be in place.   (4). De-
velop a policy on the number of boat lifts 
per residence in place.  (Some lakes in 
the area have had people allowing friends 
to put up their own docks on the lake-
shore thus adding greater concentrations 
of boat activity.) 

RESULTS OF FURTHER DISCUS-

SION-  Cass County Conservation de-

sign ordinance is in effect and enforced 

in all townships encompassing these 

lakes.  

Ordinances affecting these lakes include 

regulations that limit size and density of 

docks and boat lifts.   

Organizations that could assist us in our 
concerns are as follows: Cass County, 
DNR, Wabedo Township Board, our lake 
association, the Leech Lake AWF, and 
the Minnesota Seasonal Property Owners 
Association. 

Volunteers: Dock Lift Ordinance – Mike 
Humrickhouse,  Al Ritchie 

   Conservation design – Al Ritchie, Craig 
Anderson 

Aquatic Vegetation: 

Cabbage weeds –improve growth 

Pencil Reeds- improve growth 

Stabilize the water level. 

Results of further discussion:  Partici-

pants felt that improving pencil reeds 

and cabbage growth is important.  Water 

levels should be reviewed and options 

explored to achieve optimum lake levels. 

Organizations to help us:  DNR, Town-
ship, Corps of Engineers, Lake Associa-
tion, commercial establishments, resorts. 

Volunteers:   None signed up 

 

Participants in the Visioning Session 

Little Boy Lake—Ron Stokesbary, Al 
Ritchie, Bob Berg,  Craig Anderson, 
Randy Helland, John Happe,  Deb Dodds, 
Bob Heuring  

Lake Wabedo—Kathy Wagner, Dick 
Patenaude, Earl Finlayson, Mike Hum-
rickhouse, MJ Black 

Contributing, Sustaining, and Benefactor Members 

In each newsletter we will try to highlight those members that help to further our mission by renewing their membership at a level of 
Contributing, Sustaining or Benefactor member.  For the middle four months of 2008, we would like to thank the following members 
for their generous contributions: 

 Contributing Members:    Sustaining Members:  Benefactor Members: 
Kirk & Deb Dodds Steve & Barbara Greenfield  Lester & Patricia Koehnen   Norris Krause  
Troy & Nancy Loren  Mary Em Lundgren 
Pinedale Resort   Bob & Dee Rosenbrook 
Genevieve Schnaith  Alice Siemering  
Dick & Annabelle Sternberg  
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Lake Management Plan Update—Kathy Wagner 

Exceptional Members 



 

water temp 74 deg. And water level about 
normal for this time of year.  Middle ba-
sin on Wabedo has one loon pair with one 
baby.  The island in the NE. basin had 22 
vultures roosting in several trees. The 
Canadian gees have grown their flight 
feathers back after their molt in July. 
(They are busy fertilizing the golf 
course).  They are flying with the young 
of this summer... fall is approaching. 

Aug. 15 - George and Dianne saw two 
otters playing in the water near the Wa-
bedo island.  B saw a turkey on the lot 
next door. 

Aug. 24 - 2:50 am. Loons calling and 
yodeling.  Something to listen to when 
you wake up in the middle of the night. 

Sept. 2 - Attack of the lake bugs.  Dead 
piles by the night lights.  Soon to have a 
change from the hot windy weather and 
have more fall like temps.  Getting ready 
to watch all the changes in the season.  I 
was listening to Harry Hutchins, “talk On 
the Wild Side” on KAXE radio out of 
Grand Rapids 91.7 fm.  He said when the 
lakes turn over in the fall the Osprey 
can’t see the fish as well so they take off 
for their southern range. (Sort of like 
when we can see our breath we go to Fl.  
Some of the Osprey we see in Florida 
may be ‘snowbirds’ like us, but Fl.  also 
has a year round population of Osprey. 

Sept. 5 - 7 - Muskie Tourney. Six in our 
group with two to each boat armed with 
all the  tackle and now the electronic age 
c-phones and digital cameras to record 
your catch before releasing the fish. 

Day one - Got in low 60's with some light 
rain and light wind-perfect weather.  Joe 
(our son) and partner Jeff were on Little 
Boy for the lunar phase of moon rise and 
had a mini muskie rampage.  All fish 
were less than 38 inches.  Finally at 3:30 
Joe caught a 40 and a half inch-measured, 
took it’s picture and called it in to head-
quarters.  He and his partner are now in  
drawing for 30 thousand dollars.  The rest 
of us are fishing hard but nothing caught.
(B and I fished 12 hours)MJ did catch a 
36 inch- 4 inches too short. 

Day two - Similar temps but more sun 
than clouds.  Different for the fish too.  
They didn’t want to show themselves.  
Joe had one hit and shake off the lure at 

(Continued on page 8) 
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May 6 - Ice out finally.  We got the lift, 
dock and boat in yesterday-all ready for 
walleye opener (I don’t get the we part-B) 

May 10 - Happy Mothers Day - walleye 
opener! Water temp 46 deg., B released a 
26“ walleye and a quick boat side release of 
a nice Muskie (first and only one of the 
year). His buddy did get some northern to 
eat. Rained most of the afternoon and 
started to snow at 6:30 pm. 

May 11 - 32 deg. Overcast, light breeze -
mostly sunny.  Why don’t we change 
Mother’s day to the 2nd. weekend in Au-
gust? B released another walleye, this time 
too small. 

May 14 - B still trying to get a walleye to 
eat.  Went out at 7:30 am. wearing two pair 
of   long johns, down vest, wool hat and 
layers of outer wear. No walleye. By late 
afternoon it was pleasant on the lake but 
still no walleye. 

May 21 - Sunny crisp 40 deg. am.  But not a 
good day for a small diving duck.  Three  
eagles took turns dive bombing this duck for 
about 15 min. Then only the younger eagle 
stayed to keep up the harassment.  Finally it 
sat in the shallows and was able to be in the 
right spot when the duck popped to the sur-
face.  Within minutes after the kill and feed-
ing the younger (not a white head yet) eagle 
was chased off by a mature eagle and the 
duck was taken away. 

May 22 - Canada goose goslings already on 
the golf course. 

May 31 - Finally had a dinner of walleye. 

June 1 - Now need tick spray and mosquito 
spray-head to foot, what a country. 

June 10 - Is this the northern rain forest ?? 
Where’s the heat?  At least the white fluff 
falling from the trees isn’t snow. 

June 21 - Water temp 70 deg. - 6:30 casting 
for bass with artificial frog.  Water clear 
with fluff floating.  Sudden thunder storm 
sent us in. Water temps slows down any jet 
ski enthusiast. 

June 25 - Air temp 78 deg., perfect weather 
at 6:30 pm.  Water temp 75 deg. An Eskimo 
might try swimming. No fish but the vul-
tures were soaring above the island so we 
had something to watch.  Water lilies reach-
ing the surface. 

June 30 - B and our Yorkie went swimming.  
B had lots of yelling as he got wet. That 

tells me it will be quite awhile before I get 
in. 

July 4 - Beautiful weather. Water temp 74 
deg.  Grandsons, Simon and Daniel fishing 
off the dock and good action with sunnies.  
They catch more in a weekend than B does 
all year.  Even the young ones release the 
sunnies-nothing cuter than a Punkin seed.  
B saw a baby loon a few days ago on Wa-
bedo. Dozens of boats on the lake, most 
fishing. 

July 6 - Attack of the lake bugs overnight! 
All the night lights had bunches of dead 
bugs around.  Some small enough to get 
through the screens. B busy sealing up big-
ger openings around our screen door. 

July- 7 - Have noticed less hummingbirds 
this summer.  Used to have many fighting 
over our feeders and I would have to daily 
fill our small ones.  Almost no action this 
year.  Time to notice all the different 
dragon flies-some are beautiful colors. 

July 14 - Trolling with a big bait with a 
visiting family.  One teenaged girl really 
wanted to fish so she had the rod.  Lots of 
screams and excitement when she reeled in 
a small northern.  More excitement when a 
big one was caught (over 10#’s). Luckily it 
self released at boat side, but pictures were 
taken before it disappeared. It was Kate’s 
highlight of the visit.(B the guide again) 

July 16 - Overcast 70 deg. , 3:30 pm cast-
ing for muskies.  Hardly any wind so con-
ditions good. B had a serious follow on a 
top water - got to see the fish most of the 
way pushing up water like a submarine just 
below the surface.  It turned away with a 
quick tail splash close to the boat. 

July 19 - 3:30 rain just ended very little 
wind 70 deg. casting for muskies. B sug-
gested a top water lure and MJ made a few 
casts and had a nice hit half way to the 
boat. Good steady fight and not our usual 
goat frolic to remove the hooks and meas-
ure and get a good picture of a 48 inch big 
Muskie.  If the picture turns out(we don’t 
have one of those digital cameras yet , but 
we will soon) So far it is MJ’s personal 
best. Guide B. sound familiar. 

July - 21 - 7:50 am., no wind, 65 deg. B out 
fishing saw a 10 pt. buck in velvet swim-
ming towards the meadows from our side. 
B was trolling at about 7 mph and the deer 
was outpacing the boat-strong swimmer, 

Aug. 7 - Wild rice ripening in the channel, 
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Time On the Water—Mary Jane Black 
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hear the tremolo of loons. No trumpeting 
calls of great blue herons. No banjo-like 
strum of green frogs. Instead there will be 
the sounds of civilization - gas-powered 
tools, motorboats, personal watercraft, 
radios.  

So what can we do? 
According to ex-
perts, shoreland 
stewardship is criti-
cal and the restora-
tion and preserva-
tion of natural 
shoreland buffers is key:  

• Re-establish or preserve natural 
shoreland buffers: An un-mown buffer 
strip of native vegetation should ideally 
extend 25 to 50 or more feet from shore, 
but even 10 to15 feet provides benefits. 

• Include a variety of native species in 
new plantings: Native trees, shrubs, 
grasses and wildflowers are well adapted 
to our climate, they are best able to with-
stand native insects and diseases, and 
they are most suitable for native wildlife. 

• Preserve aquatic vegetation: Native 

aquatic plants perform critical functions 
within the lakeshore ecosystem, including 
providing underwater cover for fish, am-
phibians, birds, insects and other organ-
isms within the food chain. 

 

Shoreland stewardship 
practices benefit all 
Minnesotans. If you 
value your lake, take 
care of your shore! 

In Minnesota, we value our lakes. We 
love the sharp cry of an eagle, the mur-
mur of frogs, the sudden splash of a fish, 
the wind through the cattails - the famil-
iar sounds of the lake. Many Minnesotans 
take these sounds for granted. But unless 
we practice good shoreland stewardship 
today, these sounds could disappear.  

As population pressures increase and 
more lakefront property is developed, the 
natural lakeshore habitats around our 
lakes are being replaced by manicured 
lawns and hard surfaces. Even though 
shorelands occupy relatively small par-
cels of land, they provide habitat for an 
incredible number of plant and animal 
species.  

There can be as much as 500% more 
diversity of plant and animal species 
along a natural shoreline than in upland 
areas. Not only do fish and amphibians 
call this habitat, "home", but numerous 
birds and mammals also spend at least 
part of their life cycle in or around the 
water. Many such species depend on 
lakeshores for breeding, nesting and rais-
ing their young.  

If this habitat is lost, no longer will we 

The Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment to the Minnesota Constitu-
tion will be on the statewide ballot on 
Nov. 4th.  If passed, the Amendment 
would increase funding for the protection 
of our natural and cultural resources for 
the next 25 years by increasing the state 
sales tax by 3/8 of one percent. 

Revenue would be used to help restore 
degraded shorelines and forests, mitigate 
milfoil and other exotic species, restore 
wetlands, and support stewardship of our 
lakes.  This revenue would be a dedicated 
funding source—the legislature could not 
decide to use the money elsewhere. 

This amendment would raise approxi-
mately $300 million in 2008 dollars with 
the dollars being split as shown in the pie 
chart. 

Protecting Our Waters 

We have to act now to protect our state’s 
many water sources—for our own drink-
ing water as well as for fishing, recrea-
tional use, and wildlife habitat—before 
they are lost forever. 

Protecting Our Land and Natural Areas 

Over 1 million acres of wooded lands, 
natural areas, and farmland will be lost 
over the next 25 years.  We want to en-
sure we are protecting and preserving 
natural areas for game habitat, fishing, 
hunting, and outdoor recreation. 

Preserving Our Way of Life 

Just like our lakes and great outdoors, our 
cultural resources are a vital part of our 
quality of life.  This amendment will help 
preserve this way of life and provide bet-
ter access for our children to the cultural 
opportunities. 

 

VOTE YES on Nov. 4th ! ! ! 
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Natural Shores 

Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment 

Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment Funding 

There can be as much as 500% 

more diversity of plant and animal 

species along a natural shoreline 

than in upland areas.  



 

Time on the Water -cont’d 

Executive Board Members 2008-2009 
 
President- Ron Stokesbary- Little Boy  
218-363-2186 
 
Vice President - Kathy Wagner - Wabedo  
218-363-2162 
 
Secretary - Karen Kaehler - Wabedo 
218-363-2989 
 
Treasurer - (vacant) 
 
Director Emeritus - Bruce Black – Wabedo 
218-363-2896 
 
Directors –  
Bud Anderson- Wabedo 
218-363-2372 
 
Mary Jane Black- Wabedo  
218-363-2896 
 
Randy Helland  - Little Boy 
612-875-5532 
 
Mike Humrickhouse - Wabedo  
218-363-2656 
 
Dave Owen - Little Boy  
218-363-2447 
 
Mike Plotnik -Wabedo  
218-363-3107 
 
Roger Remaley—Wabedo 
952-474-2675 
 
Al Ritchie – Little Boy  
218-363-2443 
 
Cooper - (vacant) 
 
Rice - (vacant) 

noon and up to Moondance for awards 
ceremony.  Joe doesn’t win the grand prize 
drawing.  We all go home glad the next 
tourney is a year away.  B & I fished 29 
hours over the three days(minus 2 hrs I 
slept in the bottom of the boat) We did 
catch lots of northerns on Wabedo and 
some bass. 

Leech lake produced 69 muskies on Fri-
day, the ideal weather day, the largest be-
ing 54 and ½ inches.  There were over 10 
fish caught over 50 inches.  The good ol’ 
days of muskie fishing are now. 

Rainbow Bay Fishing Report 2008 

The fish house at Rainbow Bay Resort was 
pretty quiet the first week after Mothers day.  
Fishing was slow but warmed up as the 
weather softened into a great spring.  The 
colder than normal fishing starter found 
Small Mouth Bass still on or near the nests 
and made for some challenging times.  Catch 
and release of several 20-22 inch fish were 
reported with the largest a little over 22 1/2 
inches in length.  Early Walleye catches were 
abundant through the first part of July.  Many 
20-24 inch fish were caught and released.  
Largest for the year were 26 and 27 inch fish, 
both released to fight again.   

The slot limit on Northern Pike has seemed 
to work, sometimes to the frustration of an-
glers who only catch a fish or two per outing.  
27-30 inch fish were frequent net visitors.  
Tales of the “big One” that got away will 
make for even greater fish tales when talked 

Resort Reports 
about in the years to come.   

Muskie fishing seems to be somewhat slower 
this year at least for people staying here at 
Rainbow Bay.  However, several smaller ones 
were caught and at least one of legal size was 
caught and release by a party from Mankato. 

July brought on the pan fish.  Good catches of 
Perch, Sunnies Rock Bass, and large mouth 
made for fantastic fish fries.  For some reason, 
perhaps the lower water level, fishing for 
Walleyes and Pike seem to decline during the 
warmer weather.  Only now, in late Septem-
ber, does the trend seem to be changing.  Per-
haps fall fishing and a little rain will turn them 
on. 

All in all, it was a good year with great times 
that will be remembered for years to come.  
We just can’t wait until 2009 starts the fun all 
over again! 

Pete Thielen—Rainbow Bay 

Little Boy Resort Fishing Report 2008 

Wrapping up on a wonderful 2008 season 
on Little Boy Lake.  It was another dream 
year for many guests at Little Boy Resort.  
Started off a little slow, with the cold, 
damp weather, be it cabin prep or fishing it 
was just a little odd.  Fishing wasn’t quite 
like the regulars were used to, though the 
challenge intrigued them. 

Once summer finally arrived with warm 
and sunny days, we had some very happy 
vacationers.  Most of our summer guests 
come as families and spend most of their 
time either pan fishing, boating or playing 
on the beach.  Most caught enough sunfish, 
perch and crappies to have a fry. 

Overall with this year being 2-3 weeks 
behind it did not prove profitable for most.  
Though they were happy to enjoy the lake 
and some catch and release options. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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7:20 am. And then nothing much for the rest 
of the day.  B and I saw some from the 
reeds early and then nothing.  Day ends with 
Selma’s hotdish.  (B fished 12 hrs. I fished 
10 -slept in bottom of boat for two hours) 

Day 3 - light rain at start.  Similar 50-60 
deg. Water temp about 66 and overcast and 
more wind from the West.  Joe brought a 
big one out and tried everything to get it to 
strike but it wouldn’t.  The rest of us fished 
hard but no hits even.  I did see one por-
poise-head back and tail coming out of the 
water to check us out??  Tourney ends at 

Phone: 612-743-1308 
Email: dponath@hotmail.com 

www.wabedolakes.org 



 

WABEDO-LITTLE BOY-COOPER-RICE LAKES ASSOCIATION 

Application for Annual Membership 

 Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Last    First             Spouse/Additional Owner 

 Lake Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Street/route address          Telephone # 

 City, Zip _____________________________________________ Lake ___________________________________ 

   

 Permanent Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Street      Telephone # 

 City , State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Email ______________________________________________________  Date  ____________________________ 

 Regular Member—$20   _____________  Mail  to:WLBCR Lakes Assoc, PO Box 133, Longville, MN 56655 

Contributing Member—$40 _____________  

Sustaining Member—$60 _____________  Lakes Association Website: 

Benefactor Member—$100 _____________   www.wabedolakes.org 

Associate Member—$25 _____________ (non-voting) 

 DUES REMINDER:  The date over your name on the mailing label tells you when your dues were paid.  If you 
have less than 2008 (or no date), you need to pay your dues! 

Resort Reports—(continued) 

Our resort thrives on generational custom-
ers, so we are big to push on how the Lake 
Association encourages walleyes 18” and 
over be released.  We tell them it is impor-
tant for them to see their grandkids catch 
fish, it is important to throw back the big 
females, whether it is a walleye, sunfish, or 
crappie.  We have some true sportsman at 
our resort and we are proud to report the 
walleyes that have been caught and re-
leased by our guests. 

22-25” - 5 

26” - 8 

27-29” - 7 

30” - 1 

Also some nice muskies up to 48” have 
been released along with many crappies 
14-18”.  For most of our week long guests 
they had a few days of frustration, but soon 
found the challenge to be quite inviting. 

As you all know, Longville survives on 
tourism, without it our town would not 

survive.  We ask our guests to respect our 
lake and the future of it.  We have had many 
complaints this year about boats going fast 
and close to our swimming area when chil-
dren are present.  Also, jet skis 
that are disrespectful to our fish-
erman and others on the lake.  
Our resort does not allow jet 
skis,  however, it is a public lake 
and people can do the sport of 
their choice.  We cannot control 
who comes and goes at the pub-
lic access but if we as lake shore 
owners on Little Boy Lake do 
our part, it can and will be a 
safer, healthier lake and vaca-
tion destination. 

Hooked on resorting, 

Troy, Nancy, Dillon and Jordan Loren, 
Little Boy Resort 

 



 

WLBCR Lakes Association 

P.O. Box 133 

Longville, MN 56655 


