
 

WLBCR Lake Association Web Site 

www.wabedolakes.org 

 

Annual meeting—June 26, 10:00 a.m. 

YAH Club 

 

Annual picnic—July 24—

11:00 a.m. ($5/person do-

nation to defray cost 

gratefully accepted) 

didn’t write down the date and memory is not so good any-

more). 

 

 

From the MN DNR: 
New ice out records for lakes with more than 40 years of 
record. 
  
Lake          County               New         Previous    Years  
                                             Record     Record       of                                                       
             Data 
------------  ------------------- ------------ ------------    ---- 
Bemidji     Beltrami             4-6-2010  4-11-1975    73               
Fall            St. Louis            4-2-2010  4-10-1945    60 
Itasca         Clearwater         4-3-2010  4-9-1981      69 
Leech         Cass                  4-6-2010   4-9-1945     75  
Shagawa    St. Louis           4-3-2010   4-14-1998    45 
Vermilion  St. Louis           4-6-2010   4-10-1945    91  

Rainy          Koochiching    4-10-2010 4-13-1998    80 

All Minnesota lakes were ice-free by April 14, 2010. 

Hello and welcome from the Wabedo-
Little Boy-Cooper-Rice Lakes Associa-

tion ! 

We had a very early ice-out on the area 
lakes this year.  It may be the earliest 
ice-out dates on record.  Does anyone 
out there have historical data on when 
the ice has gone out on either Wabedo 
or Little Boy Lake ?  If so, please con-

tact Ron at 218-363-2186. 

On Little Boy Lake, the ice went out on 
Friday, April 2.  It went out of Lake 
Wabedo a day or two before that 
(depending on which basin of the lake 

you were watching). 

Since that early ice-out we have en-
joyed very warm unseasonable 

weather. 

The ice went out so early the loons 
were not even back yet.  It was about a 
week later that I first heard a loon (I 
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We are planning to continue water quality testing on Little Boy, Wabedo, and Cooper Lake.  We also 

started testing for phosphorus level in two streams entering Wabedo and inlet and outlet of Little Boy. 

With some new volunteers we can add Rice Lake and McCarthey Lake.  All the data we gather goes 
to RMB Labs in Detroit Lakes and is analyzed, summarized and coordinated on the web site 

www.rmbel.info. 

We need at least 10 years of data to make predictions but now the natural lake aging can change in 

decades rather than over 1,000 years time when humans weren’t “using” the lakes. 

Spring is a good time to leave a larger buffer of growth lakeside.  Fertilize sparingly with the middle 

number-0-(no phosphorus).  During the summer some clean water indicators are: 

�  Mayfly hatch mid-late June 

�  Loons can hunt by eye underwater 

(Continued on page 5) 

Water Quality Report—MJ Black 



 

Lake Management Plan—Septic Inspections—Kathy Wagner 
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Results of Healthy Lakes Program-Septic Inspection Program for Little Boy, Cooper, and Rice Lakes-2009

 

  Compliant 

-tested 

7on-

compliant 

Opt 

Out 

Compliant-

7ew in 2009 

Compliant-

Install w/in 5 yrs 

Compliant -Inspect 

within 3 yrs 

Bare 

land 
SSD Total 

Little Boy 58 17 11 2 19 15 15 21 158 

Cooper 8 1 2   1   9   21 

Rice 5 3 7       15   30 

Total 71 21 20 2 20 15 39 21 209 

The MN DNR is encouraging people 
with bird feeders to take several steps to 

keep birds healthy. 

“Moldy birdseed and unclean bird feed-
ers can cause birds to become sick”, said 
Carrol Henderson, DNR Nongame wild-
life program supervisor.  “In wet weather 
it is common for mold and bacteria to 
form on wet birdseed either in the feeder 
or on the ground.  Mold can cause fatal 

avian diseases.” 

Henderson said people should rake or 
sweep up fallen seeds and seed hulls 

under feeders to prevent bacteria from 

occurring on the ground. 

He offered the following additional tips to 

minimize the threat of disease: 

• Clean a bird feeder, use a solution of 

two ounces of bleach with one gallon of 

water and scrub the entire surface. 

• Allow the cleaned feeder to dry out 

in the sun; sunlight will help kill bacteria 

on the feeder. 

• Hummingbird feeders should be 

cleaned about every week to ten days 

during the summer. 

Keep the feed dry by using a hopper-type 
or a fly-through feeder and always scrape 

out old seed that has accumulated. 

More information on attracting and feed-
ing birds is available in “Wild about 
Birds: the DNR Feeding Guide’ and in 
“Landscaping for Wildlife”.  Both books 
are for sale at Minnesota’s Bookstore or 
call 1-800-657-3757.  The production of 
these books was made possible by dona-
tions to the Nongame Wildlife Fund on 

state income and property tax forms. 

 Keep Birds Healthy; Clean Feeders Regularly (MN DNR April, 2008) 

 Rain Gardens (MN DNR) 

Rooftops, roads, decks, parking areas 
and driveways do not allow water to soak 
into the ground.  So when it rains, the 
water runs off these hard surfaces into a 
storm sewer, lake, river, or wetland.  
Often this rainwater picks up contami-

nants, soil particles, and nutrients. 

Runoff into a lake or river can reduce 
water clarity, damage vegetation, and 
harm fish and wildlife habitat.  In some 
areas, runoff from hard surfaces can 
change the water temperature of the lake 
or river.  This warmed water comes from 
roads and parking lots and can negatively 

affect aquatic plants and animals. 

The best way to prevent runoff of rain-
water is to have it soak into the ground 
near where it falls.  Rain gardens are one 
way to capture rainwater (and snow 
melt) for a short time.  Rain gardens are 

landscaped areas planted with wildflow-
ers and other native vegetation with long 

roots. 

After a rain event, the garden fills with a 
few inches of water, which slowly filters 
into the ground, usually over a period of 
two to four hours.  Compared to a con-
ventional patch of lawn, a rain garden 
allows about 30 percent more water to 
soak in.  Between rain events, the rain 

garden dries out. 

In addition to absorbing water, rain gar-
dens provide valuable habitat for birds, 
butterflies, and many beneficial insects.  
Below the surface, rain gardens pull 
phosphorous and nitrogen out of the rain-

water and store it in plants and the soil. 

To locate a rain garden, watch where 
rainwater naturally forms rivulets and 

where it pools in the yard.  A rain garden 
manual for homeowners is available 
online at http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/
waters/watermgmt_section/shoreland/

raingardenmanual.pdf 

Capturing rainwater in rain barrels con-
nected to downspouts from the roof is 
another way to prevent some runoff.  The 
water is col-
lected and 
stored for 
later use, 
usually for 
watering 
gardens or 

house plants. 

 

Last summer, WLBCR Lakes Association , with the support of the Initiative Foundation and Cass County, conducted a septic system check 

on Little Boy, Rice and Cooper.   Two letters of notification were sent out and residents had the option to refuse the inspection.  

We are looking for a volunteer to take water samples on Rice Lake.   Please call Kathy Wagner (363-2162) if you would be willing to help 

us out once a month.  The data we collect is important for our future generations. 



 

Dear Property owner on Wabedo, Little Boy, Cooper or Rice Lakes, 

Minnesota is known for its clean water, good fishing, and incredible recreational opportunities and we hope to keep it that way for your 

future visits and for future generations. 

There are several invasive species that are causing problems in the lakes and rivers across the country. Eurasian water milfoil, zebra mus-
sels, hydrilla, and fish such as the round goby can harm water recreation and fish populations. Boaters and anglers often unknowingly 
transport these species as they travel to different lakes and rivers and visitors can bring unwanted pests along to Minnesota in their fire-

wood. 

To help protect our lakes, keep these points in mind before you leave home and before moving your boat from lake to lake. 

� Inspect your boat, trailer, and boating equipment (anchors, centerboards, rollers, axels) and remove any plants and animals that are 

visible before leaving any waterbody. 

� Drain water from the motor, livewell, bilge, and transom wells while on land before leaving any waterbody. 

� Empty your bait bucket in the trash before leaving the waterbody. Never release your life bait into a waterbody, or release aquatic 

animals from one waterbody into another. 

� Wash/dry your boat, tackle, downriggers, trailer, and other boating equipment to kill harmful species that were not visible at the boat 
launch. This can be done on your way home or once you have returned home.  Some aquatic nuisance species can survive more than 

2 weeks out of water, so it is important to:  

ο rinse your boat and equipment that normally gets wet well with hot (at least 40 degrees C or 104 degrees F) tap water; or 

ο spray your boat and trailer with high-pressure water; or 

ο dry your boat and equipment for at least 5 days, before transporting it to another waterbody 

� Don't transport firewood. Rather than bringing firewood to your campground or cabin, buy locally grown firewood at the camp-

ground or in the town you'll be visiting. 

In Minnesota it is illegal to transport aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and live fish on the roadways so completing these suggestions may 

help you avoid fines and also protect the lakes you come to visit. 

Remember - Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers. 

Sincerely,  MN DNR 

 

 

The Sustainability Committee looks 
forward to a busy season. We will con-
tinue to promote and facilitate ways for 
people to meet the goals for preserving 
the integrity of their properties through 
vehicles such as Conservation Ease-

ments.  

Progress on conservation easements 
continues on two different significant 
Wabedo properties that include several 
hundred feet of sensitive shoreline, 

many acres and priceless aquatic habi-
tat. These property owners will receive 
financial help for costs incurred 
through grant money from Cass County 
and the Leech Lake Area Watershed 
Association by way of the Legislative 
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Re-
sources and Minnesota Land Trust. It's 
encouraging the amount of help that's 
there for those of you with dreams of 

conserving your property.  

Sustainability Committee—Mike Humrickhouse 

We will continue to try and complete a 
photographic record and inventory of 
the shoreline and aquatic vegetation of 
our lakes. Shoreland buffers and natu-
ralization will continue to be encour-
aged. Check the website for educa-
tional opportunities, workshops and aid 

available. 

- Mike 

 

SPRING 2010  Page 3 

Letter from D7R—AIS Reminder 

Water level Report—Mary Jane Black 

2009 ice out for Wabedo was April 23rd.(near average) and ice in was Dec. 8th.  2010 ice out for Wabedo was 

April lst and Little Boy was April 2nd.  Early snow pac melt and warm temps brought us May weather in April. 

Lake level last summer was a little above average after ice out, with the usual overall decrease in level over 
the summer.  Several rainy times late summer and fall helped keep the level up to average.  This year we’ll 
need rain to recharge our watershed.  Expect the water clarity to go down for a time if we get downpours lead-

ing to a lot of runoff.  Once everything gets growing we have a better buffer for absorbing the runoff. 



 

July 17th-still windy light rain and 
cold. B. played in match play, he won, 
other person had frozen hands and 
forgot his longjohns-it was also rain-
ing-he came home and made a fire in 
woodstove, temp barely above 50 deg.
(what a difference a year makes-b) 
saw a female cardinal at the feeder-

deep orange colored bill. 

July 25th. Invasion of the carpenter 
ants-so far just vacuuming up the 
scouts-b has a new pistol and has tried 
shooting a few but the holes in the 
carpet are unsightly. First July without 
an 80 deg. temp. (bb got job with 

Chamber of Commerce) 

Aug. 13th.  Fishing in muskie bay 
watched an eagle fly low over the 
water and seem to skim on its belly 
about a dozen times.  It wasn’t’ the 
same spot, it just looked like flight fun 

doing “belly boarding” 

Aug. 16th.  The golf course geese 
families are flying after their molt 
grounds them for several weeks.  
Adults and young have their flight 
feathers and are exercising (it is also 

(Continued on page 5) 

Ice out April 23-reported by Bill Hansen 

(we left Fl. the next day) 

May 2 -First woodticks 

May 4th. Glorious day - trumpeter swan seen 
flying through the narrows.  Birch trees 
budding, butterfly crossing the highway-

where are the flowers?? 

May 12th.  First Hummingbirds sighted al-
ready fighting over the sugar water feeder.  
Many warblers migrating through beginning 
several days earlier after a strong south 

wind. 

May 14th.  NW wind 25 mph and temp 32 
deg.  Trying to keep all the flowers I got 
over Mother’s day weekend from freezing.  
The pansies and marigolds and snap drag-
ons should be fine but I got some black-
eyed Susan vines that are wimpy-waiting 

for warmth 

June 8th- Need a fire in the wood stove this 
am.  Last night the grandkids Josh and Anna 
got to see a fawn curled up by our steps to 
the lake.  All of us were thrilled to see it 
look at us and wiggle its nose sniffing the 
air but not moving otherwise.  Three years 
ago I was able to take a photo of an older 
fawn in the same area.  Could it be the doe 

Hello to all ! 

If you are just returning from a stay in 
the southern part of our country or if you 
were here in beautiful northern Minne-

sota all winter, welcome to spring ! 

With the early ice-out and warmer than 
normal temperatures, it seems like we 
should have plenty of time for all of our 
spring chores.  Now, if I just had the 
energy what many things could I get 

done ? ! ! 

 I am very happy to announce two new 
Board members.  Shaun Palmer of Coo-
per Lake has joined our Board.  I believe 
this is the first time we have had repre-
sentation from Cooper Lake on our 

Board.  Welcome, Shaun ! 

Nancy Loren joined our Board last fall 
and volunteered to be our Treasurer.  
Nancy and her husband Troy run the 
Little Boy Resort.  Thanks, Nancy and 

welcome aboard ! 

We look forward to utilizing the talents 

of these two additional Board members. 

Last fall we completed one of our Lake 
Management Plan projects—septic in-
spections on Little Boy, Cooper, and 
Rice Lakes.  We have now completed 
inspections on all four of our lakes.  
Look for a summary report in this news-
letter with results of the inspections.  We 
will also try to follow up in the next 
three years on progress of bringing the 

non-compliant systems up to date. 

We are adding additional water testing 
sites this year. Last year (and in most 
cases for many years) we tested water 
quality in two basins of Wabedo, one 
site in Little Boy, the two inlet streams 
to Wabedo, and the inlet and outlet of 
Little Boy.  This year we intend to add 
Cooper, McCarthey, and Rice Lakes.  In 
addition we take secchi readings in Wa-
bedo (2 sites), Little Boy, and Cooper 
and take water level readings in Little 

Boy. 

Because Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
are such a big and real threat to our 
lakes, we are beginning to research Lake 
Improvement Districts (LID’s) as a 
means to generate enough cash flow to 
prevent or control AIS.  We are looking 
at other methods as well.  But be aware, 
AIS is indeed a very real threat and we 
need to do everything we can to prevent 

our lakes from becoming infested. 

Please see our Committee structure else-
where in this newsletter and feel free to 
contact any of those individuals with 
comments, questions, suggestions and 

ideas.  We value your input ! 

I hope to see you at our Annual Meeting 
or at the Annual Picnic or feel free to 
call me and discuss any Lake Associa-

tion issue. 

Ron 

President’s Corner—Ron Stokesbary 
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7ature 7otes-2009—Mary Jane Black 

of this fawn, or maybe the grandma? 
The does and young seem to stay 
within a neighborhood of a hundred 

acres or so. 

Getting needed rain but still waiting for 

warmth (I think it came in Sept. bb) 

June 16th.  Snapping turtles laying eggs, 
one came out of the garden by our yard 
and walked through the yard, stepping 
stones and dug a nest in the driveway.  
Had to keep Chester inside so he 
wouldn’t get a snapper attached to his 
terrier nose.  More snappers digging 
nests along County 120 and Hwy 200.  
Maybe the last days of rainy weather 
encouraged their digging and egg lay-

ing. 

June 21st.  The wild rose bush in the 
garden is in bloom. Finally feeling like 
summer with  the longest day and lush-

est greens everywhere! 

July 1st.  Didn’t get above 60 deg.! (do 
ya think she means to remind us of last 
summer) Chester and I had the first ripe 
wild raspberries of the “summer” 
Played tennis until the drizzle made the 
court to slick-then switched to bridge at 

the common grounds. 



 

SPRING 2010  

fun to put your golf cart back in your car 

with goose poop on the wheels-b) 

Sept. 11th.  Last hummer at feeder? 

Sept. 23rd.  Perfect weather -cool eve-
nings warm sunny no wind day in low 
70's. Got to play nine holes of golf(w/out 
cuddles on), drop in tennis and cast for 

muskies after supper. 

Sept. 27th- The summer like weather of 
late blew out and fall arrived.  High of 50 
deg. Expected tomorrow along with in-
creasing wind from the nw. Now we can 

hope for an Indian summer in Oct. 

Oct. 8th. First frost -peak of colors, later 
than usual and not as vibrant.  Oct has 
been rainy so far.  Flocks of juncos at the 
sunflower seed feeder with a handful of 
sparrows i.e. Harris, White throated & 
Fox-needed Sibley Guide to Birds for 

those (b wasn’t home) 

Oct. 9th (pay attn.) Snow 1-2 inches mid 

20s, burning wood 

Oct. 13th.  8:30 am 27 deg. Leaves at mid 

peak and frozen on -when it warms up 
they will drop off(didn’t happen-b) It’s 

like having winter with fall foliage. 

Oct. 21st-Wet snow most of the day, no 
accumulation though, with temps in mid 
30s. Peak of gold and yellow colors with 
the gold Tamara as color stars.  The grass 
is still green but we’re leaving for Florida 

and sun. 

Nov. 22-25-High of 50 deg. Yard grass 
still green. Changing to the 30's by the 
last day, very quiet (b did not shoot a deer 
again-freezer empty-he did see a trophy 

at camp Ripley-virtual food) 

Dec. 21st.  Back from Fl. The equinox: 
sunrise 7:48 am, sunset 4:34 pm. The 
lightest snow flurries almost like the 
flakes went up instead of down. 10 inches 
of ice, one small walleye caught (she is 

not telling truth-I got a dozen-bb) 

Dec. 31st. Leaving Longville for Fl (and 
experience the coldest winter on record in 
Fl. for the months of Jan., Feb. and Mar).   
(There are some who say there is not 
global warming but something is screwed 

up and you can bet we are behind it. bb) 

�  You see freshwater mussels 

(clams) and crayfish 

�  There are Tullibee/Cisco 

�  Water transparency (chlorophyll 

A turns the water green) 

Have a good summer -enjoying our lakes.  
Be careful not to churn up the sediment 
on the bottom with your boat prop (stay 
out of the shallows) Lots of nutrients are 

released into the water from that layer. 

Congratulations to Bud Anderson for 15 
years of taking Secchi Disc readings on 

Lake Wabedo. 

Contributing, Sustaining, and Benefactor Members 

In each newsletter we will try to highlight those members that help to further our mission by renewing their membership at a level of 
Contributing, Sustaining or Benefactor member.  For the first four months of 2010, we would like to thank the following members 

for their generous contributions: 
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7ature 7otes-2009—(continued) 

Exceptional Members 

Contributing Members: Benefactor Members: 

Jack & Joan Abrahamson Craig & Barb Anderson Billy & Kay Erickson 

Judy Arens Camp Olson YMCA Earl & Ginny Finlayson 

Earl Bukowski James & Carmen Campbell Doug & Erin Hansen 

Charles & Dorothy Colberg Lester & Patricia Koehnen Donald Kraybill 

James & TerriAnn Felegy David & Maureen Schlobohm Shaun & Susan Palmer 

Ron & Jan Stokesbary    

Sustaining Members: 

Richard & Annebelle Sternberg   

Troy & Nancy Loren   

Michael & Sharon Fresvik  Doug Williams 

Richard & Susan Kramp   

Michael & Carol Humrickhouse   

Randy Helland & Cindy Gackle   

Robert & Delores Rosenbrook   

Water Quality-Cont’d 



 

SHORELINE Buffer Zones 

Okay, folks….Are you really enjoying mowing the grass that extends to the beach ?  Are you spending more time 
with the sand rake instead of with your sweetie?  Are the Canada Geese dropping too many surprises in your lawn?  
Well have I got the answer for all three questions.   Let your shoreline go back to the wild!!! That’s right.  Just let it 
go.  Pretty soon the natural lake grasses, flowers  and brush will take hold.  The geese will avoid the area because 

they don’t like their tails tickled. ( Okay, that is my personal unscientific response but I can’t resist alliteration.) 

Seriously, the water quality of lakes improves tremendously when residents maintain buffer zones.   While a 25 -50 
foot buffer is preferred, even a 12-15 foot buffer zone will offer benefits.  Buffer zones provide food and habitat for  

the fish and birds, plus it helps minimize erosion. 

On Saturday, August 7, the 3rd Annual Shoreland Buffer Zone Expo will be held at Deep Portage.  The program 
will run from 9:00 a.m.  to about 2:00 p.m. and will have many exhibitors and experts on hand.  Contact Jack Fitz-

gerald (218-682-2941) for more information about this great opportunity. 

There are many resources available including residents on our lakes who have taken the ‘plunge’ and given up the 

mowing and raking.   Buffer zones are win/win situations for all lake dwellers. 

A legal measure that went into effect 
in 2005, requires children under age 
ten to wear a life jacket while boating 

in Minnesota. 

Summary 
Requires life jacket to be worn by 
children less than 10 years of age 
when aboard watercraft in Minnesota 
when the craft is under way (not tied 

up at a dock or permanent mooring). 

Exemptions from wear-
ing 
1. When in an enclosed cabin or 

below the top deck on a water-
craft. 

2. When on an anchored boat that is 

a platform for swimming or div-
ing. 

3. When aboard a charter 

(passenger) craft with a licensed 
captain. 

 

So please remember to use those life 

jackets ! ! 

 

Boating, Canoeing & Kayak-

ing 

Number of recreational watercraft per 
capita: One boat for every six resi-
dents. (Minnesota is ranked first in the 

nation.) 

Watercraft registrations (as of De-

cember 2009): more than 800,000 

Watercraft operator's permits is-

sued (1975-2009): 189,000 

Canoeing routes: 4,257 miles 

7umber of Managed Water Trails: 
31 

Public lake accesses: 3,000+ 

(Updated 2010) 

Fish & fishing 

Minnesota is first nationally in the 

sales of fishing licenses per capita. 

Fish species: 158 

Fishing waters: 3,800,000 acres 

Fishable lakes: 5,493 

Fishable streams (cold and warm 

water): 15,000 miles 

Average number of fish stocked per 

year: 

Walleye Fry - 250 million 
Walley Fingerlings - 2.5 million 

Walleye Yearlings - 50 thousand 
Walleye Adults - 30 thousand 
Northern Pike (fry,fingerlings & 
adults) - 1.2 million 
Muskellunge (fingerlings) - 30,000 
Largemouth Bass - 7,500 (fingerlings 
and adults) 
Channel Catfish - 100,000 (fingerlings 
and yearlings) 
Bluegill - 40,000 adults 
Tiger Muskellunge (fingerlings) - 
2,000 
Trout - 2.3 million (fingerlings and 

yearlings) 

Fish hatcheries: 5 coldwater ( trout 
and salmon), 12 cool and warm water 

(walleye, muskie, catfish, etc.) 

Walleye rearing ponds used annu-

ally (on average): 325 

7orthern pike spawning areas used 

annually (on average): 10 

Harvest 

Sport Fish Harvested: 
Walleye - 35 million pounds 
Northern Pike - 3.2 million pounds 

Panfish - 64 million pounds 

The most caught fish: 
1st: Panfish  
2nd: Walleye  

3rd: Northern 

Child Life-Jacket Law 

SPRING 2010  Page 6 

Shoreline Buffer Zones—Kathy Wagner 

Minn Facts & Figures—(MN DNR) 
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) is a new 
committee we have created this year.  As 
you are probably aware, we now have 
invasive species very close to us (see 
below).  This committee will look at 
ways to prevent invasive species from 
entering our lakes as well as ways to fund 
remediation efforts if that should become 
necessary.  They will be looking at a 
Lake Improvement District (LID) as one 
means of funding invasive species pre-

vention and remediation efforts. 

(Following excerpted from 2009 MN 
DNR Annual Summary Report on Inva-

sive Species) 

7ew infestations 

Region 1 - Northwest 

• Zebra mussels were discovered near 
Alexandria in Lake Le Homme Dieu, 
Carlos and Geneva lakes as well as 
near Pelican Rapids in Pelican Lake 
and Lake Lizzie, downstream of Peli-

can Lake. 

• Flowering rush was discovered in 

Sauk Lake near Sauk Centre. 

• Faucet snails were discovered in Lake 
Winnibigoshish, its connected waters, 
Upper and Lower Twin lakes, and the 

Shell River below Lower Twin Lake. 

• Eurasian watermilfoil was verified in 
two additional lakes—Town Line and 

Washburn—in Cass County. 

Region 2 - Northeast 

• Zebra mussels were discovered in 
Pike Lake in St. Louis County near 

Duluth. 

• Spiny waterfleas were discovered in 

Mille Lacs Lake in August. 

• Eurasian watermilfoil was confirmed 
in Chub Lake (Carlton County) and 

Louise Mine pit near Crosby. 

Region 3 - Central 

• Zebra mussels were discovered in 
Prior Lake in April. Surveys confirmed 
established populations in several loca-
tions. This was the first popular boating 
lake in the metro area to be confirmed 

with zebra mussels. 

• Flowering rush was discovered in  

Lake Minnetonka in late June. 

Region 4 - South 

• Eurasian watermilfoil was discovered 
on Lake Florida (Kandiyohi County) 
and in Little Mud Lake (Meeker 

County). 

Revenue and Expenditures 

Funding for the Invasive Species Pro-
gram includes a $5 surcharge on water-
craft registered in Minnesota and a $2 
surcharge on non-resident fishing li-
censes (which makes up the Invasive 

Species Account), appropriations from 
the general fund account, Environment 
and Natural Resources Trust Fund as 
recommended by the Legislative- Citi-
zen Commission on Minnesota Re-

sources, and local contributions. 

These funding sources generated 
$5,081,000 for all invasive species pre-
vention and management activities for 

the 2009 fiscal year. 

Aquatic invasive species spending was 
$3,807,000 for fiscal year 2009. The 
Management/ Control and Inspec-
tions/Enforcement categories account 
for 76% of aquatic invasive species 

spending. 

These two spending categories along 
with expenditures for Education/ Public 
Awareness activities, reflect the impor-
tance the DNR places on efforts to pre-
vent the spread of invasive species and 
to help manage the problems those spe-
cies cause once they become estab-
lished.  In addition, the Invasive Spe-
cies Program received federal funds 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the U.S. Forest Service for a vari-

ety of research projects. SUMMARY 

  

Little Boy Lake—the new walleye 
stocking program will continue.  
500,000 fry will be stocked in 2010 and 
electrofishing will occur in the fall to 
see if the stocking worked.  If the elec-
trofishing counts are less than 25/hour 
for two years, fingerling stocking will 
begin.  Little Boy was last surveyed in 
2008 and those results are available on 

our web site. 

Lake Wabedo—gill netting was per-
formed in 2009 and preliminary data is 
shown in the adjoining chart.  Full re-
port results will be available in May of 
2010 and the results will be published 
on our web site.  The fingerling stock-
ing program that was started in 2006 
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Fisheries Report 

will continue with an-
other stocking sched-
uled for this fall.  The 
rebound in walleye 
counts shown in the 
chart for 2009 indicates 
the fingerling stocking 

appears to be working. 

Cooper and Rice 
Lakes—Rice Lake will 
continue its special pan-
fish limits (done in con-
junction with Lake In-
guadona).  No other 
surveys or stockings 

will take place. 

Wabedo Lake
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Thank You’s for the Ongoing Work of... 

Executive Board Members 2010-2011 
 
President- Ron Stokesbary- Little Boy  
218-363-2186 
 
Vice President - Kathy Wagner - Wabedo  
218-363-2162 
 
Secretary - Karen Kaehler - Wabedo 
218-363-2989 
 
Treasurer - Nancy Loren—Little Boy 
218-363-2188 
 
Director Emeritus - Bruce Black – Wabedo 
218-363-2896 
 
Directors –  
Bud Anderson- Wabedo 
218-363-2372 
 
Mary Jane Black- Wabedo  
218-363-2896 
 
Randy Helland  - Little Boy 
612-875-5532 
 
Mike Humrickhouse - Wabedo  
218-363-2656 
 
Dave Owen - Little Boy  
218-363-2447 
 
Shaun Palmer—Cooper 
218-363-2774 
 
Mike Plotnik -Wabedo  
218-363-3107 
 
Roger Remaley—Wabedo 
952-474-2675 
 
Al Ritchie – Little Boy  
218-363-2443 
 
 

Thank you to Saundra Happe and Judy 

Owen for keeping Highway #54 clean. 

And thanks to the Officers and Directors 
for the countless hours they volunteer each 
year.  They perform their jobs diligently—

say thanks to them when you see them. 

 

Hole in One 

One notable item—our former President, 
Bruce Black, had a hole-in-one on May 17 
in Florida.  He won a pot of about 400 

clams (not bad, eh?).  Congratulations ! 

 

Standing Committees—2010 

and educate members on data and issues. 

Housing/Waste - Responsible for programs that address 
waste issues such as septic inspections, etc.  Work with 
DNR Lake Advocate program. 

 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) – Randy Helland 
(chair), Nancy Loren, Shaun Palmer, Roger Remaley 

Work with DNR to train volunteers to identify AIS.  Survey 
for AIS monthly or 2x/year.  Educate members on AIS is-
sues.  Work with DNR on prevention and eradication if 
found. 

Research Lake Improvement Districts and recommend 
creation when appropriate. 

 

Political Action – Kathy Wagner (chair), Mike Humrick-

(Continued on page 9) 
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WABEDO,  L ITTLE BOY,  COOPER 
AND RICE (WLBCR)  
LAKES ASSOCIAT ION 

We would like to provide a little extra 
thanks for the following people who per-

form their volunteer work year after year. 

We want to thank Barb Anderson of Little 
Boy Lake who audited our financial books 

this past year. 

Thanks go out to Bruce Black and Randy 
Helland for taking care of our water marker 

buoys. 

Our water level and water quality samplers 
and loon counters deserve some real recog-
nition and thanks – Mary Jane Black, Mike 
Plotnik, Ron “Bud” Anderson, Russ Link, 

Otto Giesbauer, Ron Stokesbary. 

Phone: 218-363-2186 
Email: wlbcr@wabedolakes.org 

www.wabedolakes.org 

Fisheries – Bud Anderson (chair), Randy Helland, Mike 
Plotnik, Roger Remaley, Dick Sternberg 
Work with the DNR to maintain/improve our lakes fisher-
ies.  Work with other organizations (such as WAWC, 
ACCL, Muskies Inc, etc.) to ensure healthy fisheries.  Edu-
cate our membership on fisheries issues. 

 
Water quality – Mary Jane Black (chair), Bud Anderson, 
Otto Giesbauer, Russ Link, Mike Plotnik,  Roger Remaley, 
Pat Moran, Ron Stokesbary 

Monitor water quality in association lakes and watersheds.  
Responsible for Secchi disk readings, water quality testing, 
water levels recording, and reporting of collected data to 
responsible parties.  Work with DNR for vegetation stud-
ies/preservation/restoration. Educate our membership on 
water quality data and issues that affect water quality. 

Loons - Perform counts of loons on association lakes in 
accordance with DNR guidelines.  Report data to the DNR 

Cass County Sheriff—218-547-1424  

DNR Conservation Officer—218-232-7010 (Duke 

Broughten) 

Numbers to know 
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Application for Annual Membership 

 Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Last    First             Spouse/Additional Owner 

 Lake Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Street/route address          Telephone # 

 City, Zip _____________________________________________ Lake ___________________________________ 

   

 Permanent Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

   Street      Telephone # 

 City , State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Email ______________________________________________________  Date  ____________________________ 

 Regular Member—$20   _____________  Mail  to:WLBCR Lakes Assoc, PO Box 133, Longville, M7 56655 

Contributing Member—$40 _____________  

Sustaining Member—$60 _____________  Lakes Association Website: 

Benefactor Member—$100 _____________   www.wabedolakes.org 

Associate Member—$25 _____________ (non-voting) 

 DUES REMI7DER:  The date over your name on the mailing label tells you when your dues were paid.  If you 

have less than 2010 (or no date), you need to pay your dues! 

Standing Committees—(continued) 

house, Shaun Palmer, Al Ritchie 

Be informed on legislative/political issues that affect our 
association lakes.  Prepare position papers and/or corre-
spondence for board approval.  Educate association 
members and encourage member participation in the 
legislative process for issues that affect our lakes. 

Responsible for ensuring variance applications meet 
County and Township standards and the ‘hardship’ test.   

 

Sustainability – Mike Humrickhouse (chair), Al 
Ritchie, Ron Stokesbary, Kathy Wagner 

Research parcels of land on association lakes that have 
development potential and/or restoration potential.  Con-
tact owners concerning options available to them for 
preservation, conservation, restoration, etc.  Work with 
Leech Lake Watershed, Cass County, and other organiza-
tions to ensure sustainability of our lakes.  Educate mem-
bers on sustainability issues. 

 

Community Outreach – Karen Kaehler (chair), Mary 
Jane Black, Saundra Happe, Nancy Loren, Dave Owen, 
Judy Owen, Roger Remaley, Ron Stokesbary 

Responsible for planning for annual meeting and picnic.  

Solicit volunteers, coordinate food, prizes, speakers, etc. 

Newsletter - Responsible for preparing twice-yearly news-
letter from information provided by the Board, committees, 
and other members. 

Web site - Responsible for updating/maintaining the Asso-
ciation web site.  Add/maintain data as needed; recommend 
updates, changes, etc. 

Membership - Responsible for recruiting new members 
and retaining existing members. 

Road cleanup - Responsible for trash removal on 3.4 miles 
of Cty Hwy 54 ditches.  Schedule clean up times, solicit/
coordinate volunteers, ensure bags are available, etc. 

 

Safety & Buoys – Bruce Black, Randy Helland 

Responsible for installing, removing and storage of the asso-
ciation water marker buoys and for other water safety issues. 

Educate members on 
water safety issues as 
well as home safety 
issues.  Promote com-
munity watch pro-
grams. 
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